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FLORIDA STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL® WELCOMES CHANGE, BUT SALUTES TRADITIONAL PATRON FAVORITES 

PLANT CITY, Fla. (February 18, 2008)τ tŀǘǊƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ {ǘǊŀǿōŜǊǊȅ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭϯ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

surprised and impressed with the recent changes made to the festival, but still have the traditions that 

make the event memorable year-in and year-out. 

Some of the changes include the new ticketing facility. The new booth encompasses what used 

to be gates one and three. The new ticket booth was completed and became operational in December.   

The new ticket booth is a two-story building with four ticket windows to efficiently serve 

patrons. The new booth harbors additional ticket wings, or pods, to help field additional ticket sales 

simultaneously.  

The new ticket gate funnels into eight turnstiles with ticket scanners for quick and efficient 

customer service and crowd control. 

Although the new ticket booth opened operations Dec. 11, it will receive its first real test when 

the festival gates open Feb. 28. 

Festival administrators are very pleased with the new booth that was completed by Stine 

Construction, and are confident the new technology infrastructure for ticketing will expedite customer 

service. Other recent remodeling, including the new Plant City Lions Club booth in the Arthur Boring 

Civic Center has also been completed. 

The new additions to the festival do not stop with remodeling; new vendors will also bring 

change to the festival landscape. 

Patrons will be surprised to see new vendors like CUTCO, a luxury cutlery manufacturer join the 

line-up along with new vendors selling opal jewelry, hand-painted furniture, waterfall and fountain 

pieces, and hand-poured pewter crafts. 

In addition to vendors selling crafts and textiles, the festival will welcome new food and 

beverage vendors including gourmet jams and jellies, strawberry crapes, Mexican corndogs with mango-

salsa, new strawberry crème puffs and a strictly salad vendor for the more health-conscious patron.  
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The Florida Strawberry Festival® will play host to about 325 vendors, everything from 400-

thread count sheets to hand-made gold and silver jewelry. The festival administration strives all year 

long to bring in new vendors to appeal to a wide variety of patrons. 

While the festival looks to bring in new vendors, the administration is well aware of the patron 

favorites including a piled-high half-foot strawberry shortcake, foot-long corn dogs and fresh strawberry 

lemonade.  

For patrons planning to stock-up on their strawberry-infused jewelry, there will be plenty of 

vendors, new and old, bringing their artistic spin on our favorite regional berry. There will be something 

for everyone with prices ranging from $3 and higher. 

5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΗ 

 For more information about the festivalΩs remodeling and the Florida Strawberry Festival®, 

please call (813) 752-9194. 
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