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Swine Drawing at Strawberry Festival

PLANT CITY, Fla. – September 13, 2011 – More than 250 Hillsborough County FFA & 4-H students waited in anticipation as they hoped to hear their name called at last night’s Swine Drawing. Doors opened at 6:30 PM with the drawing starting promptly at 7:00 PM. Eighty-Five students ranging from 3rd – 12th grade, were selected to show a pig at the 2012 Florida Strawberry Festival. 

President, Ron Gainey, says last night’s drawing was a big success. “We are so glad to see such a great turn out. We are truly blessed to have a community who is so supportive of our area youth.” President Gainey explained that the swine drawing first began in 1982 where 50 students were selected to participate in the annual event. Today, the Festival is pleased to have the availability to offer 85 students with the chance to participate in such a rewarding adventure. 
Mavric Griffin, an 8th grader at Turkey Creek Middle School was excited at last night’s drawing as his name was selected. This will be Mavric’s third year showing swine at the Florida Strawberry Festival. The 8th grader says, “I am looking forward to the opportunity to show my pig in the brand new multi-purpose facility that the Festival is currently building. It will be a true honor to be one of the first students to be a participant of an event in this building.” 
Mark your calendars!! These 85 youth and their swine will take the spotlight in the show ring Thursday, March 1, 2012 at the Florida Strawberry Festival. Be sure to come out and support our local youth! 
For more information on all the Florida Strawberry Festival events, log on to www.flstrawberryfestival.com or call the main office at 813-752-9194. 
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