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Florida Strawberry Festival Gives Money to University of Florida Gulf Coast Research and Education Center

PLANT CITY, FLA. – October 31, 2011 – The Florida Strawberry Festival is a proud supporter of the Strawberry Industry and its local farmers. Once again, the Festival’s Board of Directors has approved a donation to the University of Florida Gulf Coast Research and Education Center. 
A check written in the amount of $20,000.00 was given to Gulf Coast Research and Education Center Director and Professor, Jack Rechcigl, Ph.D. on Monday, October 31, 2011. In 2010, the funds given by the Festival were used to fund two graduate students who performed research which was focused on strawberry breeding to help improve production and quality of the strawberry; as well as water conservation which researches alternatives to freeze protection. 

“On Behalf of the University of Florida Gulf Coast Research and Education Center, I would like to thank the Florida Strawberry Festival for their kind donation to help fund graduate student scholarships. In particular, the students that receive those scholarships will be working on research projects that will help support the strawberry industry in Plant City,” says Dr. Rechcigl. 

Festival President, Ron Gainey says he is “pleased to learn that the funds donated today will be used to assist in research to help find alternatives to weed killers. Finding the alternatives to the recently outlawed Methyl Bromide is crucial to our local farmers and a successful strawberry season.”

The Florida Strawberry Festival Staff and Board of Directors appreciates the dedicated research of the University of Florida and their commitment to the strawberry industry. 
Be sure to come out and eat some of the delicious strawberries at the 2012 Florida Strawberry Festival March 1 – March 11, 2012. 

For more information on all the Florida Strawberry Festival events, log on to www.flstrawberryfestival.com or call the main office at 813-752-9194. 
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