[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image1.jpg]           


Florida Strawberry Festival Makes Cover of Florida Federation of Fairs Directory
PLANT CITY, FLA. – August 29, 2011 – It appears that Plant City’s livestock can be seen anywhere from the show ring to the cover of a magazine. Wheezer Walls, the pretty porker from the 2011 Florida Strawberry Festival is now famous as she graces the cover of the Florida Federation of Fairs “Fair’s and Expo” Directory. 
Each year, the Florida Federation of Fairs encourages its members to submit photographs from their annual event that depict what their fair is all about. Here at the Florida Strawberry Festival we find our youth to be our most valuable resource and strive to provide them with resources to invest in their future. At the 76th annual event, local agriculture students and their swine were given a chance to shine. Students spent many months of hard work, dedication, and unconditional love raising their precious pigs. Wheezer, the playful piggy and her owner Shane are a wonderful example of how the Festival strives to enrich the lives of its youth. 
Shane Walls was a 13 year old 8th grader at Turkey Creek Middle School during the 2010-11 school year, when he showed his 305 lb. pig Wheezer, at the Florida Strawberry Festival.  The pig was originally named Louise (in honor of his great grandmother who passed away the year before), however, Louise frequently made wheezing sounds, thus came the nickname "Wheezer".  Shane is now starting his Freshman year at Durant High. He has been a member of the FFA since the 6th grade, & has been fortunate enough to have been drawn to show a Festival pig every year, for the past 3 years. Shane will be turning in his 2012 Strawberry Festival pig application soon, and if his luck continues, he looks forward to showing again next March.
The Florida Strawberry Festival would like to congratulate Shane on his statewide recognition with the Florida Federation of Fairs. We are looking forward to another exciting year ahead as we will be “Growing Sweet Memories” at the 77th Annual Florida Strawberry Festival, March 1 – March 11, 2012. 
For more information on all the Florida Strawberry Festival events, log on to www.flstrawberryfestival.com or call the main office at 813-752-9194.    
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